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About Us

Kaimanawa Heritage Horses is a non-profit charitable society run by a volunteer 
group of passionate horse people, dedicated to the care and welfare of Kaimanawa 
horses in both the wild and domestic environments.

We are advocates for the horses and work closely with the Department of Conservation 
and other interested groups on the welfare and future of the Kaimanawa horses in the 
wild. Prior to each muster we search for suitable homes and complete home checks to 
place as many horses as possible. We actively support our members and their domestic 
Kaimanawa horses through our welfare team, area representatives, magazine, education 
and training, Annual Shows, and Ribbon Days.

Our members’ generosity, through membership and donations, is our primary funding 
source.

You can follow us online:

Website:  www.KaimanawaHeritageHorses.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/KaimanawaHeritageHorses 
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From the Chair
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A number of items to report on this time as it seems that being 
involved with these great Kaimanawa Horses destines us to 
be busy people. 

Firstly it is a great privilege to be able to say that the Kaimanawa 
Stallion Challenge has now been completed, and with great success. 
Both the trainers and their Kaimanawa horses have done New 
Zealand proud with what they showed at Horse of the Year. At no 
stage could we have expected such a great result and so much public 
support. Those who saw our events at HOY were amazed at the 
performances of both the trainers and their horses. 

A number of sincere thanks now if I may:

• Thanks to Kelly Wilson who proposed the Stallion Challenge 
and convinced us it could be done. I think I would be correct 
in saying that when you mentioned $50,000.00 worth of 
money and prizes you nearly gave us all heart attacks

• Sponsors – thank you so much – without both your money 
and prizes, not to mention patience with us, this would never 
have happened. It was our first venture into an event like this, 
and many times we were out of our depth but you helped us 
through it.

• Trainers – you were marvellous and we do appreciate that it 
cost you all a lot of time, money, and patience, and all of you 
were a great help in making this the event it was.

• Our team of Committee members’. Thanks for the 
incredible amount of time and effort that went into it. No 
one will ever know the amount of work it took to bring this 
event to such a great result.

• Congratulations to Tina Fagan for winning the final, but in 
saying this I think all of you trainers and your horses were 
winners in both our eyes and also the public. Well done to 
all of you.

In February Kimber Brown and I took 20 photographers on a 
two day trip to Tommy Waara’s home and the ranges. This was 
so successful that we are going to do another at the end of June 
to show the area in midwinter. This has brought awareness of 
the Kaimanawas to a new group of supporters whose work will 
further the Kaimanawa cause.

We also had our National Show in February, taking place 
during the Franklin A&P show at Pukekohe Showgrounds. 
The move to the A&P show means many more people saw the 
Kaimanawas - which were all looking fantastic on the day. 

Every year an aerial count of Kaimanawas is made, the most 
recent being done in March. The results are as follows:

• Management Area – 320 Adults and 84 Juveniles.

• No-go-zone/Batleys/Maori-land – 36 Adults and 13 
Juveniles

These figures will be discussed at the next Advisory Group 
meeting. In general it looks like there will be a bigger muster 
next year. The problem of horses in the No Go Zone will also be 
worked through.

I would now like to thank Kimber Brown, who for the last 
few years has generously given us the benefit of her great 
photography, and lots of her time. Like all good things, this 
comes at a cost, all of which she has willingly given to KHH. 
We would love you to support her in her work, so if any of you 
need any photography done, please think of her first.

Our AGM is set down for the 7th June at the Pukekohe Show 
Grounds at 1pm. Please come along if you can. It is vital that we 
have a good committee, and it is chosen at this time. If you can 
offer to consider a committee position, which means hard work, 
time, patience, and all sorts of other attributes, then please come 
along. The cause is great, the Horses are special, and great things 
can be done.

Elder
www.aniwell-nz.com

Aniwell - Sponsoring the postage to get this magazine to you



culture. New army personnel are welcomed 
onto the Marae with a Powhiri. The 
ceremony has a challenge (whero), then 
a call to come to the Marae (karanga), 
followed by speeches, protocols and 
culminates with everyone sharing the 
breath of life (hongi) and prayer (karakia).

The total training area is about 63,000 
Ha. The horse management area is about 
25,000 Ha. The highest point we reached 
on the tour was about 1100 metres above 
sea level. The area cleared of horses in 
1997, now the buffer zone, rises to about 
1500 metres.

For the first two hours my three hosts 
described how the Kaimanawa horses 
came about and the complexities of the 
biennial helicopter ‘slow’ muster. The 
following information is a summary 
of what especially stood out to me. 
For more information, check the 
Kaimanawa Heritage Horse website 
www.kaimanawaheritagehorses.org.

Being warned of cold weather and 
sudden temperature drops I parked 
behind the Waiouru Army Museum, 

Wednesday 11 March 2015, complete 
with 2 jackets, rain wear and boots. Major 
Patrick (Pat) Hibbs, Commandant of the 
Waiouru Military Training Area arrived, 
followed by Leith Rhynd and Bill Fleury 
from New Zealand’s Department of 
Conservation (DOC) to take me to see the 
horses living wild inside army territory.

Major Hibbs took us first to their Marae, 
which is a special complex of carved 
buildings and grounds belonging to a tribe 
or family and is seen by Māori people 
as tūrangawaewae - their place to stand 
and belong. Marae are used for special 
tribal events. The Army is recognised as a 
tribe by Maori (being multicultural and 
multilingual) which allows the Waiouru 
Military to welcome all soldiers regardless 
of their ethnic origins and allows them 
to be equal members of New Zealand’s 

Jill Pickering is the president of the Australian Brumby Alliance 
Inc., and in March she visited New Zealand to learn about how 
we manage our wild horses.

The Australian Brumby Alliance Inc (ABA) was established in 
2008 to help facilitate the efforts of like minded minded wild 
horse interest groups throughout Australia. We do this by sharing 
information and expertise as well as providing a collective voice 
in regard to the humane management, welfare, preservation 
and promotion of what we consider to be a National Treasure - 
The Australian Brumby.

For more information about the ABA you can visit their website at 
www.AustralianBrumbyAlliance.org.au The army land was described in 3 areas:

1. One third has flora that was vulnerable 
to horses grazing,

2. One third adjacent to private 
properties that functions as a buffer 
zone, and

3. One third that had been grazed 
previously that the horses can now 
live in.

The mountain ranges provide a natural 
barrier separating the horse populated third 

from the other two ‘no go’ areas. Family 
bands, or mobs and colt groups prefer to 
graze in the area allocated to them, unless 
their numbers increase to a level that spills 
into the buffer zone. Experience has shown 
that by aiming for a horse population 
level of 300, that the buffer zone remains 
almost free of incursions. The horses are 
counted annually in March and the results 
determine how many to be removed at 
each muster to bring the population back 
to 300.

The biennial muster uses three helicopters 
that operate alone to remove specific 
numbers of horses from any prescribed 
area. One helicopter will find and move 
a band of horses at walking pace towards 
the collecting area adjacent to the yards. 
Priority is given to remove any horses 
in the buffer zone. The trap area is 
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surrounded on three sides with steep high 
hillsides with a river running close to the 
trap yards. Each helicopter directs its band 
slowly down tracks into the basin, and 
hessian lines are used to fill potential escape 
gaps and to close off the collection yard 
once the band is inside. The helicopter 
then departs to find the next family band.

Ground handlers then work the horses 
into different yards using low pressure 
techniques while keeping handlers and 
noise minimal. The horses are separated 
into yards of stallions, mares with foals, 
and others, in readiness for the next band 
to be brought in by another helicopter.

Vets, handlers, and rehoming group 
representatives check the horses and 
identify those considered unsuitable for 
rehoming. Earlier musters focussed on 
rehoming younger horses, however more 
of the adult horses are now being rehomed. 
Those not rehomed are sent to a local 
abattoir that will process them within two 
days of arrival.

The horses are trucked to one of four 
approved holding yards across the North 
Island, from here they will be delivered 

to people previously vetted by rehoming 
groups as having appropriate yards and 
skills to take horses direct from the wild. 
Although the sub collection point results 
in double loading stress for the horses, the 
time from wild to new home is within two 
days.

The new owners then begin gentling the 
horses and helping them adjust to living 
amongst humans. The KHH rehoming 
group is always available for handling 
advice and likes to hear periodic updates 
from the new owners on their Kaimanawa 
experience.

The KHH rehoming process requires:

• A prolonged effort to visit and vet the 
property and skill level of each person 
who applies to take Kaimanawa horses 
from a muster,

• Precision coordination to ensure new 
owners are on call to receive their 
allocation on a specific day,

• Flexibility to change pick-up times 
if bad weather delays the scheduled 
muster, and

• Follow-up by the KHH rehoming 
group to ensure the vital initial period 
is running as smoothly as possible and 
to continue to be available for future 
advice as needed.

Kaimanawa horse management decisions 
are now made by the Kaimanawa Wild 
Horse Advisory Group (KWHAG). The 
KWHAG includes representatives from 
a range of key interest groups, including 
the Army Base, DOC, rehoming groups, 
and conservation groups. Together, the 
KWHAG develop and remain involved 
in the resulting management plan that 
DOC both implements and funds. The 
2014 muster gathered 162 horses, of which 
147 were rehomed, leaving 300 horses to 
continue living wild on 25,000 Ha.

They key message I came away from my 
visit with was the knowledge that differing 
values can be sensitively worked through to 
produce a well-coordinated management 
process that clearly has the welfare of 
Kaimanawa horses central to all plan 
decisions. Well done to the Army, DOC, 
KHH and other key parties, hopefully 
Australia can build on your work.

Jill Pickering
President, Australian Brumby Alliance Inc.
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Photographers Tour

Three of us travelled down to 
Ohakune from south Auckland 
in January to photograph the 

Kaimanawa Horses. Leaving at 6:30am, 
we checked in to the Ohakune Ruapehu 
Motor Lodge before midday, had a quick 
lunch and then headed down 
to Tommy Waara’s block 
of land at Raetihi. Tommy 
is a well known local horse 
whisperer, and the objective 
was to photograph him with his 
two Kaimanawa Stallions - Te 
One and Tukotahi - which he 
obtained from the 2014 muster.

We were made very welcome 
by Tommy and his sister, 
and taken to an area where 
Tommy had Tukotahi stand on 
a huge Kauri stump for us to 
photograph. The light coming 
through the trees gave us 
some outstanding images. He 
then rode the stallion around 
different parts of his farm, up and around 
the hills with some faster riding so we 
could get some images with movement. 

One of the highlights for me was Tommy 
riding Te One through the Mangawhere 

River. In some places it was very deep and 
uneven but Tommy and his horse managed 
it very well with the horse clearly enjoying 
the cool water on such a warm day. It was 
apparent that there is a very close bond 
between Tommy and his stallions.

Tommy’s sister and a friend provided 
afternoon tea for us, including billie tea. 
Not being a tea drinker and there being no 
coffee I tried some, and to my surprise it 
was really good. We were treated to a lovely 

buffet dinner at The Alpine Restaurant in 
the evening. 

We headed to Waiouru at 5.50am the 
next morning. Upon arrival we swapped 
our car for a minivan and received a quick 
briefing from Adam Hoffman, an Army 

representative, about the safety 
issues relating to the Army 
exercise areas. There is a lot of 
live ordinance scattered around 
these areas. 

Our first stop was to enable 
us to photograph the sunrise. 
The colours breaking through 
over the horizon and the grasses 
shining in the sunlight were 
really beautiful.

We were all pretty excited when 
we first saw our first two horses, 
but it just kept getting better. 
Each bend we went around or 
hill we crested would reveal 
another group. The minivan 

would stop and we would all pour out 
taking all our gear with us and trying to 
set up before the horses moved on. In one 
group there were two foals. We saw one 
drinking from its mother before both of 

In January a special trip was arranged for a group of 
professional photograhers to photograph the Kaimanawa 
Horses in the wild, as well as visit Tommy Waara to see his 
two Stallion Challenge horses Te One and Tukotahi.

We have photographs and reports from three of the 
attendees, Jill Phillips, Bernadette Fastnedge, and Geoff 
Beals.

Jill Phillips
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them raced off with their parents when 
they decided to move on.

It gave me a real buzz seeing the horses in 
their natural environment. They kept their 
distance but seemed to be quite inquisitive, 
and I almost felt they were teasing us 
at times. They would stand in groups 
and watch us, then when they had had 
enough they would all race off together. 
Once again we were able to get some great 

photographs with movement. The scenery 
was stunning.

We had a quick stop at the Moawhango 
Dam, which contains a large water 
reservoir in the exercise area, before 
heading back to the Army base.

This is the second time that I have been 
to photograph the Kaimanawa Horses, 
previously in June and this time in 

January, the different seasons providing 
very different photographs. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience both times.

I would like to thank Kimber Brown and 
Elder Jenks from the Kaimanawa Heritage 
Horse Society for making this all possible.

Jill Phillips
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Annual General Meeting
Sunday, June 7th at 1:00pm
A&P Showgrounds Office
Station Road, Pukekohe

At this meeting the committee for 2015–2016 will be elected. This year will include the 
preparation for next years muster.

 
All you need is a desire to help the Kaimanawa Horses. As well as the elected committee 

positions, we need people to help with all our other activities. This includes advertising (graphic 
design), website maintenance (wordpress, facebook, webstore), merchandise (sales at events, 
design and selection), event assistance (helpers at shows), record keeping, writers (articles, 

advertising, media inquiries), and more. There’s something for everyone, so please come along 
and show your support. 



Geoff Beals
As a photographer, I had been 

harbouring aspirations of seeing the 
Kaimanawas for some time. Tales of 

a desolate and beautiful landscape, in equal 
measure, from quad biking friends, backed 
up by friend’s photos of Kaimanawa horse 
roundups and guided tours from the region 
– I was convinced to tick this on my check 
list of places I needed to go. January’s 
Kaimanawa Heritage Horses photography 
trip, organised by Kimber Brown, a fellow 
photographer and club member, seemed 
like an ideal opportunity so I booked it.

Thursday afternoon offered a visit to 
Tommy Waara’s place to watch him 
put his two Kaimanawas, Te One and 
Tukotahi, through their paces. I’m not 
an aficionado when it comes to horses, 
and didn’t really know what to expect, 
but thought we might see animals with 
wild spirit showing through, perhaps even 
somewhat unwilling. I was unprepared 

for the docile, placid, compliant, and 
totally co-operative well trained horses we 
encountered. Tommy’s handling of them 

seemed masterful to me, 
as they strived to do his 
every bidding. Tukotahi 
walked over a mossy 
trunk of a large totara 
that Tommy’s Dad felled 
in the 50’s and then 
posed alone on a stump 
for many minutes. He 
then carried Tommy 
up a steep hill face and 
back down again all in 
total control without putting a foot wrong. 

At half–time, Tommy and 
his family hosted us with 
beer and billy tea brewed 
over an open fire in a 
clearing of their beautiful 
mostly tawa forest while 
we listened to the call of 
kārearea (NZ falcon) on the 
hunt. Te One and Tommy 
then demonstrated their 
remarkable skill by riding 
down the centre of a river 
bed in chest-deep water by 
feel alone. I was glad we 
came to this beautiful and 
spiritual place, and I greatly 
appreciated Tommy and his 
family sharing it with us.

Thursday night saw all the afternoon’s 
players including Tommy and family join 
with Adam Hoffman, our army guide for 
Friday, at Ohakune’s 
Alpine Restaurant for 
a very pleasant meal 
in good company. It 
provided an opportunity 
to get to know each 
other before heading 
home to prepare for 
an early rise on Friday 
morning.

It felt wonderful 
being up at 4:30am 
anticipating the day 
ahead. A half-hour 
drive to Waiouru saw 
us boarding a bus then 
passing through security 
gates to the New Zealand that few ever 
see. First stop was a high point lookout 
for sunrise, from where we could see the 
volcanic plateau to the north-west, and east 
deep into the Kaimanawas with fog in the 
valleys. As the sun rose on our day in the 

Kaimanawas, it exposed for me its great 
and wild beauty, and I knew it was going 
to be a wonderful day.

The horses were slow to find and fewer in 
number than organisers expected. Perhaps 
something to do with the Singaporean 
Army’s annual drill the week before. 
When we did find them, their ungroomed 
naturalness marked them out as wild, 
and there was no mistaking them for 
domesticated animals. The further we 
travelled through this landscape, the more 
dystopian it felt. The combination of wild 
horses in a bleak tussocky landscape along 
with firing ranges, bunkers, and villages 
constructed with containers seemed about 
as strange a juxtaposition as one could 
imagine, but also interesting and alluring. 
As we found each band (anything from 
two to perhaps ten horses), we would pull 
up and exit the bus for our photography. 
Early off the bus ensured maximum photo 
opportunity for a few, and eagerness of 

the early caused a photographic huddle 
around the exit ensuring those later off 
the bus had to negotiate a path to clear 
viewing. I began to appreciate that seating 
in close proximity to the exit was valuable 
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and anything else required great patience. Despite this, I made some 
images I was very happy with, and my favourite encounter of the 
day had to be the band of about seven headed by a grey stallion 
and including a foal, because our encounter was quite lengthy and 
we had a great opportunity to photograph them moving at pace 
together.

After a morning of many encounters, we finished with a visit to 
Lake Moawhango, a place many regulars had been aspiring to see. 
On our return after midday we passed through a locked gateway, 
over a hill and emerged onto the Desert Road. It felt like a sudden 
and too soon ejection from a twilight zone, and yet on reflection we 
had enjoyed a seven hour morning in this special place. 

Geoff Beals
©2015 Geoff Beals
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Bernadette Fastnedge
There’s something exciting about 

getting up at 4am, long before 
the sound of birdsong. If one gets 

up at 4am there is a reason for it, and on 
this particular morning the reason was to 
photograph the wild Kaimanawa horses 
that roam freely on the Waiouru Army 
land.

The previous day had been spent at Tom 
Waara’s homestead photographing him and 
his two Kaimanawa horses, Te One and 
Tukotahi, which had come from the last 
muster. He rode both horses with a quiet 
ease. What a privilege to spend the day 
enjoying the photo opportunities and also 
the hospitality of Tom and his sisters who 
provided sandwiches and Billy tea around 
a camp fire.

We left Ohakune at 4:45am and met the 
other photographers at the Army Museum 
at around 5:15am. We parked our cars and 
jumped into the minibus, and once seated 
we were given our safety guidelines by 
Adam Hoffman – after which I was hoping 
we wouldn’t come across any of those 
unexploded mines on our journey.

Our first stop on the Army land was 

a lookout with 180 degree 
views of Mt Ruapehu and a 
valley surrounded by hills and 
grasslands. This was the best 
place to welcome the sunrise 
and it was the first and last 
toilet stop. The doorless toilet 
is worth a mention in its own 
right, quite unique to sit and 
enjoy the amazing view.

We then jumped into the 
minibus and headed further 
into the territory of the wild 
Kaimanawa horses.

As we drove along the winding 
roads I was surprised at their 
good condition. I had been 
imagining some kind of 
intrepid journey, but it was 
nothing of the sort, therefore 
my slight anxiety of a bumpy 
ride was eased.

Our bus driver was excellent; 
she seemed to know these roads 
well and was ready to stop at a 
moment’s notice. With a bus 
full of photographers she knew 
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how to keep us all happy, along with Elder 
Jenks who stood the whole journey and 
filled us in on the history of the area. He 
also cracked us up with quite a few jokes.

Each stop was met with photographers 
scrambling out the front door with such 
enthusiasm and excitement, and then 
taking up positions in just the right spot. 
All you could hear was the sound of 
camera shutters firing continuously. I felt 
like a member of the Paparazzi and the 
horses were the super stars.

There were many opportunities to stop and 
take photos of these majestic animals, and 
each time we stopped I noticed that the 
horses reactions were similar. Firstly, they 
would stop grazing, look up, and stare at 
us for a few minutes. This gave us some 
awesome still photos.

Then the horses would interact with 
each other before one would run off 
causing the others to turn and follow. As 
a photographer, still shots are great, but 
action shots are exciting.

When the horses ran together you could 
get a sense of the pecking order. One 
would bite the rump of another, or two 
would stop and rear at each other. All 
while the foals would run behind or beside 
the mares. In the midst of this natural 
behaviour you could see that these horses 
were happy and contented, running free in 
their safe environment.

The day had flown by far too quickly, but 
now it was time to bid farewell to this 
little bit of horse paradise.

It was wonderful to share a day in the 
life of these wild horses, and to share this 
day with other enthusiastic horse loving 
photographers.

I would like to thank Kimber Brown for 
inviting me along on this spectacular trip.

Bernadette Fastnedge
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2015 National Show

This year the Kaimanawa National 
show took place during the 
Franklin A&P Show at Pukekohe 

Showgrounds. We had more than twenty 
entries and they represented the breed 
beautifully. 
Some of the Stallion Challenge competitors 
were also able to join us, as well as some 
other well known Kaimanawas.

While the weather started a bit wet, it 
improved during the day and everyone had 
a great time. 

We had a huge selection of great prizes 
from our sponsors. Please show them your 
support:

• HR Fiskens & Sons
• Dunstans Feeds
• Takanini Feeds
• RD1 – Pukekohe
• Golden Horse
• Merial Ancare
• Aniwell – Filtabac
• Nutritech
• Washbar
• Spurs - Pukekohe
• Honda Bikes
• Dave & Maureen – Liquorland 

Waiuku
• Patumahoe Four Square
• Lighting Direct
• Nimbus Lighting
• Pukekohe Vets
• Kelly Wilson
• Robin Sisley
• Tracey Thompson
• Franklin Vets
• Thoroughbred Floats
• Vet Associates
• NPC Health
• Fiber Fresh Feeds
• J.G. Wecks 
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Kaimanawa In-Hand
1620 - Best Presented

1st Jennifer Maher - Harrison KH
2nd Teresa Nair - Mac
3rd Bella Lockie - Kea Bronte
4th Melanie Kindley - Calypso

Foal or Yearling
1st Tracey Thompson - Spirit of 
Kaimanawa
2nd Dave Thompson - Dajata Pocket 
Rocket
3rd Bella Lockie - Kea Bronte

1622 - 2 or 3 Year Old
1st Dave Thompson - Dajata Black 
Bullet
2nd Tracey Thompson - Dajata Black 
Beauty
3rd Janine Sarjeant - Odin

1623 - Mare - 4 years and Over
1st Melanie Kindley - Calypso
2nd Monique Powell - Beau Desert 
Rose

1624 - Stallion or Gelding - 4 
years and Over

1st Jennifer Maher - Harrison KH
2nd Kirsty Wagstaff - Trooper KH
3rd Anne MacAulay - Ulysses 
 Kelly Wilson - Anzac KH

Champion & Reserve Champi-
on Kaimanawa

1st Jennifer Maher - Harrison KH
2nd Dave Thompson - Dajata Black 
Bullet

1625 - Best Paced & Mannered 
in Hand

1st Bella Lockie - Kea Bronte
2nd Melanie Kindley - Calypso
3rd Jacinda Baker Singh - Frewins 
Folly

1626 - Junior Handler - 16yrs 
and Under

1st Bella Lockie - Kea Bronte
2nd Tanesha Thompson - Dajata 
Bramble
3rd S Douglas - Tama Tuahuru

1627 - Senior Handler
1st Tina Fagan - Rockstar
2nd Jennifer Maher- Harrison KH
3rd Janine Sarjeant - Odin

1628 - Lead Rein
1st Jacinda Baker Singh - Frewins 
Folly
2nd Seth Aotonga - Sergeant KH

Kaimanawa Ridden
1629 - Best Walk and Trot

1st Tina Fagan - Rockstar
2nd Tracey Thompson - Dajata Black 
Beauty
3rd Jacinda Baker Singh - Fewins 
Folly

1630 - New Combination
1st Tina Fagan - Rockstar
2nd Kirsty Wagstaff - Trooper KH
3rd Billie Kindley - Calypso

1631 - Novice Kaimanawa
1st Tracey Thompson - Dajata Black 
Beauty
2nd Kirsty Wagstaff - Trooper KH
3rd Tina Fagan - Rockstar

1632 - Open Kaimanawa
1st Billie Kindley - Calypso
2nd Tracey Thompson - Dajata Black 
Beauty
3rd Anne MacAulay - Ulysses

1633 - Best Pony Club Mount
1st Kelly Wilson - Anzac KH
2nd Tracey Thompson - Dajata Black 
Beauty
3rd Ella Rutherford - Curious George

1634 Junior Rider on Flat - 16yrs 
and Under

1st Jacinda Baker Singh - Frewins 
Folly
2nd Tenesha Thompson - Dajata 
Bramble
3rd Ella Rutherford - Curious George

1635 - Senior Rider on Flat
1st Hannah Jones - GTM Barney
2nd Tracey Thompson - Dajata Black 
Beauty
3rd Billie Kindley - Calypso

12 – Issue 10 April 2015

6

7

8



Champion and Reserve Cham-
pion Kaimanawa on the Flat

1st Tina Fagan - Rockstar
2nd Kirsty Wagstaff - Trooper KH

Kaimanawa Over Fences
1636 - Walk, Trot, Canter, Jump

1st Kelly Wilson - Anzac KH
2nd Anne MacAulay - Ulysses
3rd Ella Rutherford - Curious George

1637 - Junior Rider over Fences 
- 16yrs and under

1st Ella Rutherford - Curious George
2nd Jacinda Baker Singh - Frewins 
Folly

1638 - Senior Rider over Fences
1st Kelly Wilson - Anzac KH
2nd Anne MacAulay - Ulysses
3rd Kirsty Wagstaff - Trooper KH

1639 - Novice Hunter
1st Kirsty Wagstaff - Trooper KH
2nd Kelly Wilson - Anzac KH
3rd Anne MacAulay - Ulysses

1640 - Open Hunter
1st Anne MacAulay - Ulysses
2nd Kelly Wilson - Anzac KH

Champion and Reserve Cham-
pion Kaimanawa over Fences

1st Kirsty Wagstaff - Trooper KH
2nd Kelly Wilson - Anzac KH

1641 - Tip & Out
1st Kelly Wilson - Anzac KH
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Kaimanawa National Show Photos
Thank you to Kimber Brown and  

Summer Secrest for photographing 
the show 

Please visit www.pipiart.co.nz to see 
more photos of the national show and 
other events including the 2014 muster 

and the stallion challenges. 

#1-39  ©2015 Kimber Brown

#50-53 ©2015 Summer Secrest
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Kimber Brown Photography
Specialising in Equine and Portraiture Photography

Mob:  027–450–9047 
Hm: 09–236–3984

Visit www.pipiart.co.nz to view 
more images from the Kaimanawa 
National Show and other events

Images are available to purchase

shop.pipiart.co.nz/gallery
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Welfare Report
KHH currently has quite a few 
Kaimanawas under our care. These 
gorgeous Kaimanawas are in various stages 
of handling and have come under our care 
for various reasons. 

If you are thinking of owning a Kaimanawa 
please get in touch with us to see if we have 
something that may suit you.

Some are well handled but are unsuitable 
for riding, however they would make 
perfect paddock companions. Kaimanawas 
are very easy to keep, get on well with 
other horses, don’t tend to stress if left 
alone while you take your other horse out 
for a ride, and are always happy ponies to 
see you.

Some are just starting their handling but 
are used to fences, people, hard feed and 
domestic life – so maybe you would like 
to take on something to do the handling 
yourself. It’s a very rewarding experience.

Or maybe you cannot own your own 
Kaimanawa but would like to help the 
Kaimanawas under our care. We have 
sponsorship options where you can receive 
updates about your sponsored Kaimanawa 
and even come and visit them. KHH 
is run solely by volunteers and relies on 
donations from the public, so sponsorship 
is a wonderful way for people to support 

the Kaimanawa horses.

Please see the for–sale page in this 
magazine for some of the horses under our 
care.

We are thinking of holding a Kaimanawa 
handling course in the Waikato in 
May. This may be of interest to people 
considering taking on a wild Kaimanawa, 
but are not sure what to expect or how 
to go about doing the first handling of a 

wild horse. We will have untouched horses 
on the course so you will be able to see 
the very first steps in handling a newly 
mustered Kaimanawa; from first touch, 
to haltering, getting them to lead, pick up 
feet, and more. If you think this may be of 
interest to you please contact Michele at 
info@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

Michele

Name the Foal Winner
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Congratulations to Sarah Taylor for suggesting Ruby as the name for Marikas foal.
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South Island Kais
Kaimanawas of Tannahill

For anyone wanting their own 
Kaimanawa in the South Island, 
the logistics can be quite a daunting 

exercise.

First you apply to adopt a horse from a 
bi-annual muster, and this is approved 
after a thorough property check. Once you 
have been approved, a professional handler 
needs to be employed to do the initial 
handling in preparation for the long and 
tiring voyage across the strait.

Kaimanawa horses coming to the South 
Island can endure around 12 hours 
travelling. After everything they have 
already experienced in the previous 4–6 
weeks they arrive with their eyes rather 
glazed over and in desperate need of 
time to settle. They can revert backwards 
somewhat, as they find themselves in 
another new and foreign environment with 
new humans – but they do settle, and some 
very quickly, and readjust to a new routine 
of consistent contact and feeding.

There is another option however.

You are able to purchase a partially-
handled or well-handled Kaimanawa from 
a Canterbury handler. These horses live in 
as natural an environment as can be made, 
on a track system and in a herd, with very 
regular human contact and handling.

Once they have adapted to domestication 
and are open to learning, they are gradually 
taught how to behave as we expect any 
other horse to behave: accept regular 
grooming, have their hooves trimmed, 
wear a cover if necessary. Then basic 
ground skills and challenges are introduced 
in preparation for their future lives in 
permanent homes. Some may also be 
started under saddle.

All this work is done only using positive 
reinforcement so that all communications 
are happy ones, meaning each horse will 
look forward to their next session with a 
good attitude.

There are currently several horses 
available, ranging in size from 13.2hh to 
approximately 14.2hh, various ages and 
experience levels, and one foal that will be 
available at weaning.

You can get in touch through their 
Facebook page “Kaimanawas of Tannahill”, 
email jaydeechch@gmail.com, or phone 
027–472–6391

Jill Dickie
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For Sale
KHH Petal 
4yo, approx. 14.3hh, Mare
Petal is a 4 year old mare, approximately 14.3hh, and is currently 
receiving handling and care. Petal is looking for a home to start her 
under saddle where I’m sure she will excel at whatever she is asked to 
do. If you think you can offer Petal a committed long term home please 
contact us. All proceeds go to KHH.

$800
Location: Waikato 
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

KHH Otto 
Yearling, EMH14.2hh+, Gelding
Otto is a yearling boy who has just been gelded. He is currently being 
handled and will soon be ready for a new home. He is the son of Petal 
and is expected to mature at least full pony height.

$800
Location: Waikato 
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

KHH Piper 
5mo, EMH 13.2hh, Filly
Piper is currently 5 months old and was born in captivity out of a wild 
capture mare from the 2014 muster. She is super quiet and an absolute 
pleasure to have around. She is expected to mature approx 13.2hh and 
is very well put together and just gorgeous in every way. She will be 
available once weaned.

$800
Muster: 2014 
Location: Waikato 
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

KHH Barney 
Gelding
Barney came into KHH care severely damaged. He has been in KHH 
care for over a year now and has made huge progress in this time. He is 
becoming the sweet, lovable horse we know he is. He is an older gelding 
from the 2012 muster.

In time Barney will be looking for the perfect home as a paddock mate. 
He is just lovely to have around and to see his cheeky, lovable nature 
coming out is very rewarding.

KHH are looking for sponsorship for Barney so we can continue with 
his care and training until he is ready to be rehomed. You would be 
welcome to visit Barney and would get regular updates.

Sponsorship
Muster: 2012 
Location: Waikato 
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org www.KaimanawaHeritageHorses.org – 19
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KHH Cleo 
14.2hh, Mare
Cleo is a lovely solid build mare from the 2012 muster. She is a very sensitive mare 
and will be looking for a home with someone who has the time to spend with her. 
She is very easy to have around and gets on with all the horses.

Cleo will be available once her basic handling is finished, and until then we are 
looking for sponsors.

Sponsorship
Muster: 2012 
Location: Waikato 
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

KHH Shiloh 
15yo, 14hh, Gelding
He is now under KHH care and receiving handling. It will be a while until Shiloh 
is ready to go to a new home so we are looking for sponsorship to help pay for his 
care while with us. He is a very shy boy and doesn’t quite trust humans yet but we 
will get there. 

KHH are looking for sponsorship for Shiloh so we can continue with his care and 
training until he is ready to be rehomed.

If you would be interested in sponsoring towards Shiloh’s care and receiving regular 
updates and photos please contact us. You would also be welcome to visit him.

Sponsorship
Muster: 2014 
Location: Waikato 
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

KHH Spark 
4mo, EMH 13hh, Colt
Spark is a gorgeous little boy boy in captivity from a wild capture mare from 
the 2014 muster. He is 4 months old and will be looking for a loving, long 
term home once he is old enough to be weaned. He will be well handled and 
gelded before leaving. He is expected to mature approx 13hh, he is only little.

$800
Muster: 2014 
Location: Waikato 
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org

KHH Daisy 
Approx 18yo, 13.2hh, Mare
Daisy is a lovely bay mare who shows the Exmoor lines of her heritage. She 
came into KHH care when her owners moved and left her behind. She needs 
ongoing handling as she has issues from past experiences. If you would be 
interested in sponsoring towards Daisy’s care and receiving regular updates and 
photos please contact us.

Sponsorship
Muster: 1998 
Location: South Auckland 
Email: Elder@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org 
Phone: 09–236–4115

20 – Issue 10 April 2015

KHH Cleo

KHH Shiloh

KHH Spark
KHH Daisy



Zeta 
10yo, 13.2hh, Mare
Zeta is a gorgeous black roan mare from the 2009 muster. I’m sadly 
looking for the perfect home for her as I’m overcommitted with 
Kaimanawas and she would love some one on one attention.  Zeta is very 
quiet and well handled and there is no reason at all that she couldn’t be 
started under saddle in the right home. She is a delight to have around 
and do anything with. Price is negotiable, home is not.

$1000 neg
Muster: 2009 
Location: Waikato 
Email: Michele@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org 
Phone: 0274–318–082

Cookie 
2yo, Filly
Due to unforseen circumstances I have to reduce numbers, so I am 
looking for the best home for my young Kaimanawa filly. She was born 
on 23rd October 2012, out of a 2012 muster mare. She is a lovely girl 
who has been well handled. She must go to the best home that I can find, 
where she will have other equine company, and the owner has the time 
and experience to bring out the best in her. 

Please get in touch with Michele to discuss the home that you can offer. 
Photos taken as a yearling. 

$750
Email: marziryder@hotmail.com 

Princess 
7yo, 14.1hh, Mare
Princess is from the 2012 muster, and is a rich red-
bay with a TB build. Started under saddle less than 12 
months, going nicely, but can be sensitive so needs an 
experienced rider. Been used on farm for pleasure riding, 
and also been out trekking in large numbers. Calm ride, 
and goes anywhere she is asked. Good to float, truck, 
trim feet, etc. Very regretful sale to the best of homes 
only. Price is negotiable, home is not.

$2500
Muster: 2012 
Phone: Tracey 06–374–0955 
Email: davetrace@netspeed.net.nz 
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Star 
2yo, EMH 13.2hh, Filly
Star is out of a 2012 muster mare, and will mature 
around 13.2hh. She is super quiet, and loves people. 
Been well handled, and is easy to catch (she catches you), 
lead, tie, trim feet, float, etc. Has had someone on her 
back but not started under saddle yet, but it won’t take 
much as she is so quiet. Suitable for childs pony or as a 
harness pony. Very, very special girl and will only be sold 
to a special home.

$1000
Muster: 2012 
Phone: Tracey 06–374–0955 
Email: davetrace@netspeed.net.nz 

Rocket 
Yearling, EMH 13.3hh, Gelding
Rocket is from the 2014 muster and is a mousey coloured 
bay gelding with a big white blaze and socks. He is very 
pretty and nice natured – quite cuddly once caught. 
Should mature around 13.3hh. He will be leading tying, 
trimming feet, and floating before leaving here.

$700
Muster: 2014 
Phone: Tracey 06–374–0955 
Email: davetrace@netspeed.net.nz 

Manu 
2yo, EMH 14hh, Gelding
Just the most gorgeous pony. Manu is an absolute 
sweetheart. He’s a sensitive little soul, but in time he 
will make a fantastic 2nd pony for a soft, show rider. This 
pony could go a very long way in the show ring. He’s 
had a very good start and is ready to begin an in-hand 
show career while he’s growing and maturing. He’s very 
good to handle and take for walks up the road but needs 
a competent home where he’ll be kept as nice and soft to 
handle, as he is now. Manu will be well worth investing 
in for the future. 

$900
Muster: 2014 
Location: Northland 
Phone: 09–431–6111 / 021–738–346 
Email: simone@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org 

KHH Lennox
5-7yo, approx 13.2hh, to be gelded
In the process of being handled, and will be gelded as 
soon as he’s ready. Currently grazing with other stallions 
and geldings behind electric tape. He’s needed a little 
longer than some to settle in after the muster, but could 
be quite special. More information to come on this one 
as we get to know him and his education progresses. He 
has the hallmarks of an amazing games pony. 

$800
Muster: 2014 
Location: Northland 
Phone: 09–431–6111 / 021–738–346 
Email: simone@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org 
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Little Legend 
7mo, EMH 13.3hh, colt
Little Legend is a 7 month old colt foal out of a 2014 
muster mare. He leads, ties up, had feet trimmed, and 
drenched. Lovely nature, and will make a sweet kids 
pony. Only for sale to an experienced home with other 
horses to keep him company.

$500
Muster: 2014 
Phone: Tracey 06–374–0955 
Email: davetrace@netspeed.net.nz

Lunar 
8mo, EMH 14.2hh, colt
Lunar is an 8 month old colt out of a 2014 muster mare. He has been well 
handled, leads, ties up, picks up feet and been trimmed, and drenched. He 
is going to be a striking looking boy. Only for sale to the best of homes, 
experienced handler with other horses to keep him company.

$500
Muster: 2014 
Phone: Tracey 06–374–0955 
Email: davetrace@netspeed.net.nz

Little Legend

Lunar

KHH Pippi 
1yo, Filly
Pippi Longstockings came to us from the 2014 muster as Bree’s 
foal at foot. She is a gorgeous filly who is very easy to have around. 
She will be available once all her handling is complete, and until 
then we are looking for sponsors.

Sponsors will get regular updates and opportunities to visit.

Sponsorship
Muster: 2014 
Location: South Auckland 
Email: Elder@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org 
Phone: 09–236–4115

Bree 
3½yo, Mare
Bree came to us from the 2014 muster with a foal at foot. She 
was in very poor condition on arrival, but has turned into 
a lovely looking sensible mare. She will be available once all 
her handling is complete, and until then we are looking for 
sponsors.

Sponsors will get regular updates and opportunities to visit.

Sponsorship
Muster: 2014 
Location: South Auckland 
Email: Elder@kaimanawaheritagehorses.org 
Phone: 09–236–4115
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Meeting the Kaimanawas
at Leg-Up Trust

Every year at HOY time, the Leg-
Up Trust enjoys an influx of happy 
campers and horses coming to the 

Bay for the big event. Some of these are 
KHH folk who man the site at HOY to 
raise awareness and funds for our beloved 
wild horses. This year the influx was more 
of an avalanche, with four of the Stallion 
Challenge horses staying here for the 
duration of the show along with their 
owners, as well as our usual complement of 
KHH friends, the redoubtable Elder Jenks, 
Ben Moores and Simone Frewin.

Leg-Up took advantage of the talent on site 
to hold a Meet the Kaimanawas evening 
as a fund raiser on March 17, which also 
allowed the Challenge competitors to 
put their horses through their paces on 

unfamiliar ground. Ben Longwell and 
Viento, Anne MacAulay with Ulysses and 
Tommy Waara with Te One and Tukotahi 
were camping on site while Paddy Mair 
brought his Kachina along especially to 
take part. Tracey Thompson also went to 
enormous lengths to have The Brat with 
her aptly named mum Beauty with us for 
the week, so the stage was set for a great 
evening.

Braving a chill wind that was the 
only hint of Cyclone Pam’s flirtation 
with the East Coast, the crowd was 
treated to some great displays, ranging 
from horsemanship through to pure 
showmanship. Compere Simone Frewin 
introduced each combination and first up 
was Anne MacAulay who sent murmurs 

of admiration through the 
audience as she backed Ulysses 
over a three-tier bridge. Ben 
Longwell and Viento were a 
picture of harmony and balance 
as the little horse listened to his 
rider and the rider attuned to 
Viento’s level of confidence on 
unfamiliar turf. The popular 
Tommy Waara was kept busy 
showcasing his two delightful 
horses which tackled the obstacles 
with aplomb, and then Paddy 
Mair had people gasping as he 
tied a large blue tarp to Kachina’s 
tail and galloped around the 
obstacles. Finally it was The Brat’s 
turn. She and Beauty disappeared 
under a scrum of young admirers 
– and loved every minute of the 
adulation. 

The evening also featured Chris 
York, equine osteopath, who 
treats the Leg-Up horses, Pete 
from Washbar, Andre from 
Equibrew and Robin Sisley, 
author of the award winning 
book, Eat the Wind.

Throughout the week we were 
treated to some delightful 
moments away from the public 
gaze. While running one of our 
youth programmes, a student 
who had been through a hard 
time was allowed to work with 
Beauty while The Brat played 
second fiddle for a change. The 
girl’s depression evaporated as 
she worked alongside Beauty 
who seemed to sense she had 
a special job to do. The little 
vignette brought tears to the eyes 
of onlookers.
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One evening strangers started pouring 
through the front gate, sparking my 
curiosity so, after a decent interval, I 
furtively stole down the paddock to 
where they’d disappeared. I’m glad I did. 

The strangers and Tommy Waara’s horses 
were line dancing!

Ros Rowe
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Please visit www.legup.co.nz 
and facebook.com/leguptrust to 

learn more about the fantastic 
work Leg Up Trust does
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A Beginning
Wayne Linklater is a wildlife biologist who works with odd-toed 
ungulates - the Perissodactyla. His Ph.D. was a study of the wild 
horses living in the Kaimanawa Mountains, and he also has a 
research program on African rhinoceros.

This is an abbreviated article taken from his weblog where 
you will find many other articles in greater detail, which are 
contributions towards his book about horses.

perissodactyla.wordpress.com

The air is so clear. The distant hills 
are close with me. Looking around 
I feel like I am everywhere at once 

in the river basin below. Clean lines of 
brown-greens, grey-blues and living blacks 
peppered with snow turn me inside out 
into this landscape.

Deep cloud 
hugs these 
high lands 
today. I 
live in the 
narrow space 
between. 
The ceiling 
of cloud is 
penetrated 
occasionally 
by the sun 
illuminating 
groups of 
horses spread 
over hillsides. Relaxed, they take best 
advantage of the first warm rays in days.

Like a visitor in a new place, everyone 
looks the same to me. All horses are brown, 
but then also black-brown or yellow-
brown. Then some have white socks and 
some have blazes. Patterns of colour and 
imperfection are who they become to me. 

But it takes a long time to distinguish and 
learn the many patterns. Some horses, 
though, still look the same, especially from 
a distance. They also flee at my approach 
– galloping around or over a ridge from 

view before I can identify or describe their 
pattern.

Fortunately, numbers also mark my 
horses. The wild horses of Argo Valley 
were mustered by stockmen on horseback, 
motorcycle and helicopter and freeze-
branded just five weeks ago. Two large, 

new, and 
white 
numbers are 
beginning 
to reveal 
themselves to 
me on each 
horse’s right 
rump as hair 
from patches 
shaved to 
receive the 
branding 
iron grows 
back. In 

late-August 1994 we read our first freeze-
brand, 6 over 4, on a mare and call her 
Vicki. Brands 47 and 6 over 0 follow. 
Within three months all brands are clear 
outstanding numbers. We name our first 
band Ali’s band, then Mary’s band. By 
mid-October we had seen over 100 brands 
and were seeing many each day. Eventually 
with brands and natural marking we would 
reliably identify 455 horses.

Army training zones are my guide as I 
move about the study area in search of 
horses. Military lines on a map that tell 
me where I can go and where I cannot 
because soldiers are being trained, vehicles 
manoeuvred, and weapons tested. A snow 
drift at the end of Zone 29c halts my 
progress up Maowhango Bridge Road. I am 
surprised by horses with freeze-brands in 
Zones 27, 21 and even 17 and 18. There is 
army activity in Zone 30. I cannot go there 
– but I can peer into it from the hillock 
in Zone 28. My landscape is a colour-by-
numbers for a palate of horses branded 
with numerals I do not yet know. I am an 
amateur again – re-learning colours and 
numbers.

I would spend most of each month for 

the next four years roaming the ridges and 
valleys of military zones on foot or all-
terrain vehicle. The foreign would become 
familiar – landscape and climate. Wild 
horses identified would became characters 
in my study of their behaviour and ecology. 
Not before a ‘horse lover’, I would become 
one. Scientific discovery was my path 
to an appreciation of horses and other 
Perissodactyla. But for the moment this 
was just a beginning. I was excited but 
nervous – naïve about what the next four 
years would bring.

Living Together
Domestic horses that escape, or are 
released, and allowed to become feral 
will form stable groups that include both 
mares and stallions. Groups including up 
to 26 mares have been reported in some 
populations, but these are exceptionally 
large. Groups in most populations around 
the world have fewer than 10 mares. Some 
will have just one mare.

Most groups have just one stallion but 
others can include two, three, four and 
even five stallions. Groups with more than 
one stallion, however, are less common 
with increasing stallion numbers. Although 
the greatest number of stallions in groups is 
smaller than the greatest number of mares, 
sometimes groups contain more stallions 
than mares. Groups with just one or two 
mares but three or four stallions have been 
reported.
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The groups are stable, year-round social 
structures that can exist for many years. 
The individual members of a group share 
social and breeding relationships that 
may persist for most, maybe even all, of 
their reproductive lives – from the time 
they join the group to their last offspring 
and death. Most studies do not last long 
enough to know for how many individuals 
this is true. Nonetheless, it is rare for adults 
to leave their group for another, or to 
form a new group (as the graph shows for 
mares), and so it is possible that life-long 
membership of a group is common.

The stable, year-round groups of male and 
female horses are unusual amongst hooved 
animals, also called ungulates. Most 
ungulates do not live in groups including 
both males and females, or do so for only 
for part of the year – the breeding season. 
Many do not even form groups. Strangely, 
the breeding groups of horses appear to 
have more in common with primates, like 
the Hamadryas and Gelada baboons.

Many scientists have tried to understand 
why breeding groups are so stable in horses 
and why stallions and mares live together. 
Some question why the membership of 
groups varies so much. While some have 
questioned why populations of horses 
all over the world are socially organized 
in the same way, others have sought to 
explain apparent differences in the social 
organisation of populations. There are 
many theories and hypotheses. Some have 
been tested, but the answers are seldom 
without important uncertainties. These 
questions remain to be answered well.

own societies than about how horses live.

Real life, however, is seldom so quaint… 
but it is more interesting.

The truth is that some mares live without 
the companionship of other mares. And 
some mares and mare-groups live and 
breed with more than one stallion. The 
breeding groups of wild horses, called 
bands, are reported to sometimes include 
just one mare. They may also include up 
to five stallions such that the stallions in 
a band sometimes outnumber the mares. 
In mine and colleagues’ work with feral 
horses of the Kaimanawa Mountains, New 
Zealand, we have studied bands with as 
few as one mare and up to four stallions.

Multi-stallion bands are not unusual either. 
They were reported in 15 of the 20 feral 
and wild horse populations described in 
scientific literature and comprise almost 
half of bands in some populations. Multi-
stallion groups are also reported in zebras, 
although they appear less commonly.

It is clear that horses are polygynous 
breeders – one stallion can sire many 
offspring every breeding season but mares 
are limited to one offspring, and therefore 
sire, per season and year. Bands with just 
one stallion, therefore, would appear to 
‘make sense’. Any additional stallions are 
apparently superfluous. It has long puzzled 
ecologists, therefore, why stallions would 
share a mare group.

It is especially puzzling that multiple 
stallions might live together in a band with 
just one mare. Clearly, it is not possible to 
share the paternity of one mare’s offspring 
in a season. Surely, the stallions in such 
bands would achieve better breeding 
success if they left to join bands with 
more mares or just lived as a bachelor, like 
so many other especially young and old 
stallions do, to sneak mating opportunities 
from the willing mares of many bands 
when their stallions are not vigilant?

Many hypotheses have been advanced 
for multi-stallion breeding groups. Most 
behavioural ecologists who have pondered 
the puzzle liked the idea that stallions are 
cooperating to breed. There are several 
hypotheses for cooperation. Some have 
applied terms like mutualism because 
each stallion’s breeding success might be 
improved when they work together to 
defend mares. However, mutualism is a 
poor concept for stallion relationships 
because the stallions that share bands 
are not equal partners – one dominates 
the other in all populations where the 
relationship has been studied.

Some described the relationship between 
stallions as reciprocal altruism whereby the 
dominant stallion tolerates subordinates 
in exchange for assistance in defending the 
mare group from other stallions. Imagine 
an ‘I’ll scratch you back if you scratch 
mine‘ relationship. This theory for stallion 

cooperation fits best with the modern 
characterisation of cooperation between 
individuals of the same species called 
Concession Theory. Dominant stallions 
may offer reproductive concessions – 
opportunities to mate – in exchange for 
subordinate stallion assistance in the 
defence of mares. In this circumstance the 
subordinate stallion has been referred to as 
a ‘helper’.

Not all favour cooperative hypotheses for 
multi-stallion breeding groups, however. 
Some have pointed out that they might 
just as well be explained because stallions 
have limited control of their mare group 
and other stallions. If a stallion is persistent 
there may be little the resident stallion can 
do to exclude him from their band. Some 
have coined the term mate parasitism to 
explain multi-stallion bands in this way. 
The additional stallions are supposedly 
associating with bands to take whatever 
breeding opportunities the dominant 
stallion cannot prevent.

With so many hypotheses, experiments 
are the only way to be certain which is the 
best explanation. In a recently published 
article in the scientific journal Behaviour 
Processes, colleagues and I tested some of 
these hypotheses by temporarily removing 
the subordinate stallions from multi-
stallion bands. If stallion relationships 
are cooperative then subordinate stallion 
removal should require the remaining 
stallion to increase mare defence, resulting 
in his losing mares to other stallions. 
The reverse is expected if the subordinate 
stallion is a mate-parasite. Mare defence 
will decrease but mares be successfully 
defended.

In a future post I will describe this work 
and the findings. There is more work to be 
done on this problem but the experiment 
has revealed where we should be looking, 
and not looking, for answers.

Wayne Linklater

Stallions Together
It is clear from our art and literature that 
we romanticise the lives of wild horses. In 
ways that impose our human-centred ideals 
and prejudices – anthropomorphism – 
mares are imagined living in social groups 
that are protected and defended by a single 
handsome, intelligent and brave stallion. 
Visions of stallions standing on rocky 
outcrops or atop hillocks, overseeing their 
mares and offspring, vigilant for danger, 
and ready to fight are routine in children’s 
literature and persist into adulthood to say 
more about how we view ourselves and our 

Horse Survey
Wayne is also interested to know the 
colour, and what height the horses 
have grown to, if you got them from 
a muster – especially if they were 
mustered as a foal or yearling.

If you would like to participate 
in this survey, please email 
wayne.linklater@vuw.ac.nz with 
the following information:
• Approximate age of the horse when 

they were mustered
• The year of the muster you got 

them from
• Gender
• Colour
• Mature height
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Kaimanawa Krazy

All the mares have now foaled here at 
Kaimanawa Krazy. Shy Girl was the 
last to foal, a beautiful little filly we 

named Shiloh. All the other foals have now 
been weaned so we can continue handling 
the mares. 

Misty, our big grey mare, is coming along 
nicely, with her coming up daily for her 
feed and a brush. She even went for a 
walk around the farm being ponied off 
Cowboy our paint pony. She seemed to 
enjoy getting out for a look and is always 
interesting seeing their reaction to farm 
things they would never have seen before.

Bossy and Podge, the two other mares, 
both around 7 years old have been slower 
in settling in. Unfortunately Bossy got a 
fright back in January when she went over 
an electric wire (luckily it wasn’t electric 
at the time). The reel came off the fence 
and got caught under her back legs as she 
bolted off down the paddock. Now she 
has a major fear over anything behind 
her (even her tail at times) and kicks out 
with the slightest fright she gets. So we are 
taking it very slowly with her, spending a 
lot of time just hanging out with her, and 
when we gain her trust will help her get 
over her fear from behind.

Podge is also very reactive and we have 
deliberately left her alone while she reared 
her foal as she could not cope with us 
around her while she was protecting her 
foal. She is at a similar stage to Bossy, 
but there is no hurry so we will continue 
quietly hanging out with them until they 
begin to trust us. 

Shy Girl on the other hand is my best 
mate. She was so frightened when she 
arrived here that I wasn’t sure I was ever 
going to get close to her. But she now 
comes up when she sees me in her paddock 
and allows me to do things I never thought 
possible. She has mastitis which can 
be really dangerous in mares, a bit like 

laminitis. She was being treated twice a day 
with penicillin into her udder, and yes, I 
had to strip out the infected milk and then 
put tubes of penicillin into her quarter. 
She was fantastic, and she also had to stand 
still while I injected penicillin into her 
neck twice a day. She really should hate the 
sight of me, but she has become so quite I 
am once again blown away by her. She is 
still on daily checks as her quarter is still 
very hard and in the long term she will 
lose that quarter. Shiloh is getting fed off 
one quarter only and is doing well. I am 
feeding them both twice a day to make up 

for the short fall in 
milk, but neither is 
suffering too much.

The yearlings are 
all growing well, 
with The Brat now 
living with them 
in the youngsters’ 
paddock. I have an 
old grumpy mare 
keeping them on 
track, but The Brat 
seems to rule the 
paddock a bit. She is 
growing into a really 
sweet wee pony, but 
still has attitude if 

things don’t go her way. 

Beauty has been turned 
out for the winter now. She 
is only a young mare so I 
don’t want to over-do her 
training. She went to the 
Kaimanawa National Show 
in Pukekohe in February 
and won the Maiden under 
saddle which blew me 
away. I had never ridden 
in a show in my life and 
she had only been started 
under saddle in January 

full time. It only goes to prove what a 
special little mare she is. I do have to smile 
at her though. She often beats up on the 
other ponies in her paddock, quite a nasty 
streak in her when she wants. So I can see 
where The Brat gets her personality from.

Little Soldier our chestnut gelding had a 
lucky escape too. He has been very hard 
to keep weight on and his condition was 
starting to worry me. I have been feeding 
him twice a day since he arrived but he 
still never put on weight. He had been 
drenched for worms so I was sure that 
wasn’t the issue, but to be sure we took 
bloods off him and drenched him again. 
The vets eventually came back after his 
2nd lot of bloods confirming it was likely 
to be caused by encysted red worms. He 
was drenched again with Ultromox (the 
drench in the blue box) two weeks apart 
which is what the vets are recommending 
for encysted red worms. This is a major 
problem for some Kaimanawa ponies, 
some losing their lives due to it. I feel like I 
have dodged a bullet and I am very grateful 
to still have Soldier with me. He is slowly 
putting on weight now, but we will be 
keeping a very close eye on him.

Misty being ponied off Cowboy

The Five Foals
Tanesha and Bramble, Tracey and Beauty 
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These beautiful ponies have nearly been with us for 12 months and I am so glad I put my 
hand up to help save their lives. It has been a tremendously rewarding year for me and my 
family, being a part of their transition to domestic horse. Some of these lovely ponies will 
be for sale soon, I will be sad to see them go, but that was always the plan. Please contact 
me if you think you may be that special home for one of these beautiful ponies. 

Tracey Thompson

Join KHH to receive your 
subscription to the KHH 

Magazine

www.KaimanawaHeritageHorses.org/
get-involved/membership/

The Brat and the Yearlings

Shy Girl being treated

Tanesha taking Rusty on his first ride out



Stallion Makeover
For many years, the New Zealand 
equestrian community has viewed the 
adoption of a wild horse as an act of 
charity rather than desiring a Kaimanawa 
horse for their qualities and value. Wild 
horses require special skills and facilities to 
habituate them to a life of domestication 
and unfortunately, those people who are 
most suitable, are often the least interested 
in taking on a wild horse. 

If this perception could be changed 
through a competition, it would show 
the NZ public not only what skilled 
professionals could achieve with these 
horses, but what they too could aspire to, 
and how wild horses could fit into their 
own equestrian goals. Kaimanawa Heritage 
Horses’ ultimate goal is to secure quality 
homes for every horse that is mustered in 
future and create a nationwide passion for 
Kaimanawa horses’ beauty, versatility and 
trainability, ensuring their preservation in 
the wild, for future generations. 

It was a mammoth undertaking but 
with the vision of Kelly Wilson (a NZ 
equestrian celebrity and KHH member) 
spearheading the project, the Kaimanawa 
Heritage Horses Stallion Challenge 
was born. Sponsors were secured and 
12 trainers were selected from various 
disciplines and invited to compete for a 
prize pool of $50,000 in cash and prizes. 

Each trainer had one or two wild stallions 
assigned to them and 19 stallions were 
sent, direct from the 2014 muster. Their 
first challenge was to handle, geld and 
habituate their horses to domestic life 
before showcasing their achievements just 
150 days later in the ‘Major Milestone’ 
challenge at Equidays. This consisted of 
a halter class where the (now gelded), 
stallions were required to complete certain 

tasks in hand such as being released and 
recaptured in a pen, picking up all four 
feet and loading into a horse float, as well 
as performing other tasks chosen by their 
trainers, to demonstrate their unflappable 
natures and unwavering trust. The second 
part of the ‘Major Milestone’ was a ridden 
challenge. It was anticipated that only 
a few of the horses would be ready for 
ridden work so soon in their education, 
but the majority of the horses competed 
and astounded the crowds with what they 
could do. Indeed, these horses not only 
performed beyond their expectations, 
they willingly performed feats that would 
normally take years to teach a domestic 
horse and the equestrian public were 
hooked.

With everyone thoroughly inspired, the 
trainers and their horses went home to 
continue their training for another 100 
days, in preparation for the final ‘Stallion 
Makeover’ challenge at NZ’s most 
prestigious ‘Horse Of The Year Show’. 
The first part of this challenge was an 
evaluation of the horses’ soundness and 
condition. 7 of the original 19 horses 
didn’t go to HOY due to various health 
issues but all those presented, passed with 
flying colours. Over the next 3 days, they 
competed in a Horsemanship challenge, 
an Obstacle Course and a Freestyle 
challenge where they once again, exceeded 
all expectations. The announcers, with 
20 years’ experience of HOY under their 
belts, were left speechless and struggled to 
find words to express their amazement at 
what these horses could do and what their 
trainers had achieved in just 250 days. 
Record crowds filled the grandstand and 
packed the arena rails to watch the top 8 
competitors compete for the KHH Stallion 
Challenge title which was ultimately won 

3 SISTERS
16 SHOW JUMPERS

15 KAIMANAWAS
5 FOALS

1 FEED 

THERE IS A FORMULATION IN OUR 
RANGE TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

www.coprice.com.au
Freecall 0508 267742

‘To perform their best our team have to 
look and feel like champions from the 
inside out. Our horses are in optimum 
health thanks to the CopRice range. 

We wouldn’t feed anything else.’ 
PROUD SPONSORS OF THE WILSON SISTERS

Amanda Wilson & Showtym Cassanova

All Natural Rice based formulation  
        100% balanced and complete

Rich in essential vitamins & minerals          
Highly digestible
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by Tina Fagan and her horse, Rock Star.

The trainers and their horses certainly met the goal of inspiring the 
NZ equestrian public and changing all previous perceptions. However, 
the true success of this event will only be measured by the number of 
successful home placements from the 2016 muster and those beyond. 
The Stallion Challenge has proven that every healthy Kaimanawa 
horse mustered, no matter what their age or gender, is not only 
deserving of a loving home, but is capable of anything their domestic 
peers can do and more. Now it’s over to the NZ public to take on the 
challenge of giving a wild horse a home and helping KHH achieve 
their ultimate goal of no healthy horses going to slaughter. 

©2015 Kimber Brown
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The Judges
Kaimanawa Heritage Horses were very grateful to have six 
amazingly talented and well-known horsemen and women 
act as judges for our events at Horse of the Year. With their 
wide range of backgrounds, disciplines, and areas of expertise, 
all our competitors had a good shot at impressing the judges, 
whatever their chosen training method or riding style.

Jock Paget
Jock Paget is one of the world’s top eventers. The UK-based 
Kiwi came home especially to be part of the Farmlands Horse 
of the Yea Show.

Jock was a late-comer to the world of competitive eventing. 
He was born in Wellsford but moved to Sydney when he 
was just three. Incredibly, he didn’t start riding until he was 
18, when he headed to rodeo school to hone his skills. He 
then teamed up with Australian eventer Kevin McNab as a 
working pupil, and went from having never jumped a fence to 
competing at three star level in less than two years.

He now has his sights set on riding for New Zealand at the 
Rio Olympics, but before that has a very busy season ahead.

Penny Castle
Penny Castle is a Dressage Coach Level 3 and is competing 
herself at Grand Prix Dressage level. She is the current 
Performance Director of the Eventing Squad in NZ and has 
been involved with coaching Eventing riders in the Dressage 
arena and working with NZ teams since mid 1990s, helping 
many riders move upwards to represent NZ.

Penny was brought up on a hill country farm, attending Pony 
Club and getting her A and H certificates. She rode trackwork, 
evented to advanced level and trained her first horse to Prix St 
George level by the age of 21. 

Over the years Penny has started and trained many young 
horses through the dressage and eventing levels. Penny has 
gained overseas experience, working at dressage yards in 
Germany, England and America. Penny is also a dressage 
discipline coach and has trained many horses and riders 
through to the top level. She has represented NZ at Grand 
Prix and won two Burkner medals.

Rebecca Wylie
Growing up on a remote family hill country farm in the lower 
North Island and riding ponies and horses from the age of 
2yrs old, Rebecca’s long life passion is horses. Coming up 
through the ranks of Pony Club, sheep and cattle mustering 
on horseback on the family farm, and then onto training and 
breaking in her own horses from a very young age, Rebecca 
has now settled on a career in the western riding industry 
residing on an equine property in Gordonton, Waikato.

Rebecca has been showing Quarter Horses for many 
years competing on the national and international stage; 
most recently she was awarded Champion Junior Horse 
Western Pleasure and Champion Limited Junior Horse 
Western Pleasure at the 2013 National Pleasure Horse Assn. 
Celebration Show in Sydney. Back home in NZ Rebecca has a 
very impressive show record showing her young horses in Trail 
and Western Pleasure events, taking out consistent numerous 
national titles on horses she has trained herself.

Not only is Rebecca a western performance competitor, she 
is a horse trainer, clinician and judge, and is the Marketing 
Manager at Equidays and Fieldays. 
 continued…

Photos by Kimber Brown photography 
with the assistance of Danni Aarts

Kimber Brown Photography
www.pipiart.co.nz



WashBar Trot-Up - Welfare  
and Best Conditioned

The first item on the competitors calendar was the WashBar 
Trot-Up and Best Conditioned on Wednesday the 18th March. 
It was judged by a vet from Hawkes Bay Veterinary Services, and 
our Welfare Officer Michele Haultain.

All the horses were presented in immaculate condition, and 
flew through the trot-up, gaining entrace to the remainder of 
the competition. The score from this event made up 20% of the 
score for those that made it into the final.

The results were: 
1st Vicki Wilson and CopRice Argo KH 
2nd Tina Fagan and Rockstar 
3rd Paddy Mair and Kachina

 

 

 

“Winning horses need 
the right conditions … 

inside and out” 

PROUD TO SPONSOR 
THE KAIMANAWA    

STALLION CHALLENGES 

100 Stockists Nationwide 
Phone 0800 TUFFROCK 
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The Judges continued…

Russell Higgins
Russell began teaching Natural Horsemanship 15 years ago 
after returning from Colorado, USA where he lived and 
worked as one of Pat Parelli’s apprentices.

Since then, he has taught clinics in 13 different countries 
and started young horses on three continents. Currently, 
Russell is a Senior Parelli Instructor and Horse Development 
Specialist and resides in the Waikato from Spring to Autumn 
starting young horses from his facility, and conducting clinics 
nationwide, while typically spending the winter teaching in 
Europe and studying on the Parelli ranch in the USA.

Russell is firstly a student of the horse, continuing his pursuit 
of excellence with horses while helping others fulfill their 
horsemanship goals.

Scott Borland
Scottish-born Scott Borland has recently joined the successful 
team at PGG Wrightson Real Estate Ltd and is based at 
the Cambridge office. A recent recipient under the PGG 
Wrightson scholarship scheme he is already off to a great start 
achieving his years target in just 8 months.

Prior to Real Estate, Scott spent the last 10 years working in 
the NZ horse industry. He studied various methods such as 
Monty Roberts and Andrew Mclean, and spent 6 months 
starting horses with Jody Hartstone. Scott thanks the 100 
or so ex-racehorses that he has retrained and rehomed, for 
furthering his knowledge and expertise.

When Scott moved to New Zealand in 2004, he achieved 
his 10 year goal to help New Zealand win the World 
Championships in Mounted Games in just three years. When 
injury prevented him from competing further, he turned to 
coaching and his team won the World Champs in 2013 on 
home soil.

Scott has showjumped up to grandprix level and played with 
training a racehorse. Horses are still very much a part of his 
life as he now focuses on producing a cool horse Gilbert 
(Quantum power)for the competition ‘Beyond the Barriers’ 
which will be held at Equidays 2015.

Vaughn Jefferis
Vaughn certainly needs no introduction in NZ. Initially 
competing in show jumping, he switched to Eventing in 1990 
and had immediate success, being part of the Gold medal 
team at the World Equestrian Games in Stockholm.

Vaughn rode Bounce to win the world individual title in 1994 
at The Hague, a Bronze medal in the team event at the 1996 
Summer Olympics, and the team Gold at the 1998 World 
Championships in Rome. Vaughn continues to train and 
produce top level riders and horses.

Saddlery Warehouse Horsemanship Class
The Saddlery Warehouse horsemanship class was sponsored by 
Saddlery Warehouse and Thoroughbred Floats, and took place 
on the evening of Wednesday. The judges were Scott Borland 
and Penny Castle.

It was a late start, with the previous class running over time, but 
it was thankfully finished during daylight. In this competition 
the trainers had to ride a set workout pattern that included 
ground tying, mounting, trotting through bending poles, 
trotting over ground poles, cantering circles, galloping, and side-
pass over a pole.

All trainers impressed the judges with what they had achieved 
with horses less than a year out of the wild.

The results were: 
1st Kate Hewlett and Redcliffs Bill 
2nd Tina Fagan and Rockstar 
3rd Tommy Waara and Tukotahi 
4th Chloe Phillips-Harris and Phoenix 
5th Vicki Wilson and CopRice Argo KH 
6th Anne MacAulay and Ulysses 
7th Tim Featherstone and Redcliffs Ted 
8th Ben Longwell and Viento 
9th Paddy Mair and Kachina 
10th Tommy Waara and Te One

Chelsea from Saddlery Warehouse and Alana from 
Thoroughbred Floats congratulating Kate Hewlett on winning 

the Saddlery Warehouse Horsemanship Class
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Kiwi 
15oz Economy Canvas Rug

Unlined, all web straps & fittings, 
shoulder gussets, rear darts and leg 
straps. 95% cotton, 5% polyester. 

Sizes 3’0’’ to 5’9’’

C O O P E R  A L L A N

EACH

Rubber Bucket with
Built in Rubber 
Bracket 16 Litre 

Flexible, durable and portable. 
Ideal for stables or pastures. 

Black

Cooper Allan Austin 
Boot

Affordable leather western 
boot which is fully leather lined 

with pull tabs and heaps of 
detailed stiching. Dark brown 

with tan. Euro 36 to 43

PAIR

EACH

Cooper Allan 
Riding Jeans

Styled to look like a pair of 
jeans, with all the stretch 
and comfort of a jodhpur. 
97% Cotton, 3% Lycra. 

Ladies
Sizes 8 to 18

Mens
Sizes 30 to 40

Kiwi
RUGS FOR ALL SEASONS EACH

EACH

EACH

Enzo
Rope Halter & Lead Set

Made from 8mm Polypropylene 
rope with a removable lead. 

Vet Direct 
Abamectin Wormer

 Active ingredients: Abamectin 4.0 
mg/ml & Praziquantel 50 mg/ml. 

Registered pursuant to the ACVM 
Act 1997, No 10343. 
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Kimber Brown Photography
Specialising in Equine and Portraiture Photography

Mob:  027–450–9047 
Hm: 09–236–3984

Visit www.pipiart.co.nz to view more 
images from the Stallion Challenges 
and other Events

Images are available to purchase

shop.pipiart.co.nz/gallery



Thoroughbred Floats Obstacle Course
The Thoroughbred Floats obstacle course was sponsored 
by Thoroughbred Floats and Horse Gifts NZ, and took 
place on the evening of Thursday. The judges were 
Russell Higgins and Rebecca Wylie.

This event was a big unknown to all the competitors, for 
everything else they knew what to expect, but here they 
would be seeing the obstacles for the first time only an 
hour before the competition - and there would be no 
trial runs.

The nine obstacles were the Horse Gifts curtain of towels, 
the Kaimanawa Krazy stairs, the Coprice carpet walk, the 
Saddlery Warehouse goal, the Washbar maze, the Eqidays 
back-up, the John Wilson Sculpture figure-of-eight, the 
Tuffrock pail carry, and the Thoroughbred Floats float 
loading.

Originally only five minutes was to allocated to each 
competitor, but that was increased to seven after 
difficulty on the stairs. While some obstacles like the 
stairs proved troublesome to most competitors, there 
were always some that completed the obstacle without 
breaking a sweat.

The results were: 
1st Vicki Wilson and CopRice Argo KH 
2nd Tina Fagan and Rockstar 
3rd Paddy Mair and Kachina 
4th Tim Featherstoen and Redcliffs Ted 
5th Kate Hewlett and Redcliffs Bill 
6th Kelly Wilson and CopRice Anzac KH 
7th Amanda Wilson and CopRice Nikau KH 
8th Chloe Phillips-Harris and Phoenix 
9th Tommy Waara and Tukotahi 
10th Tommy Waara and Te One 

Versatile – Longevity – Robust
 

The Kaimanawa horses encompass the qualities we value here at Thoroughbred Floats – 
their robustness, durability and their ability to cope with the knocks of daily use. If you want 

a quality float, then look no further.  What you see is what you get: Reputable, New Zea-
land engineering and craftsmanship. 

WWW.THOROUGHBREDFLOATS.CO.NZ

142 Whangarata Road, Tuakau  |  Ph: 09 236 8175, Mob: 027 437 0025  |  Email: sales@thoroughbredfloats.co.nz

Like the Kaimanawa’s we have been established in New Zealand for many years, and 
are here to stay. We have been put through the roughest times of  the industry, and have 

come out stronger and better than ever.

We strive to give back to the equine industry, with our focus to remain New Zealand made.  
This makes us proud to be a sponsor of the Kaimanawa Stallion Challenges.

Alana from Thoroughbred Floats and Jackie from Horse Gifts NZ 
congratulating Vicki Wilson on winning the Thoroughbred Floats 

Obstacle Course Class
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Versatile – Longevity – Robust
 

The Kaimanawa horses encompass the qualities we value here at Thoroughbred Floats – 
their robustness, durability and their ability to cope with the knocks of daily use. If you want 

a quality float, then look no further.  What you see is what you get: Reputable, New Zea-
land engineering and craftsmanship. 

WWW.THOROUGHBREDFLOATS.CO.NZ

142 Whangarata Road, Tuakau  |  Ph: 09 236 8175, Mob: 027 437 0025  |  Email: sales@thoroughbredfloats.co.nz

Like the Kaimanawa’s we have been established in New Zealand for many years, and 
are here to stay. We have been put through the roughest times of  the industry, and have 

come out stronger and better than ever.

We strive to give back to the equine industry, with our focus to remain New Zealand made.  
This makes us proud to be a sponsor of the Kaimanawa Stallion Challenges.
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Visit www.pipiart.co.nz to view more images 
from the Stallion Challenge

Images are available to purchase
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WashBar Freestyle
Very early on Friday morning a crowd began gathering to watch 
the 7am WashBar Freestyle class. It was judged by Scott Borland, 
Russell Higgins, and Rebecca Wylie.

In this class, competitors had four minutes to show off what they 
have achieved with their horses. Competitors were able to bring 
in their own props, but had only one minute avaialble to set up 
before their performance.

The riders and horses were in costume and performed amazing 
and challenging feats of horsemanship and athleticism. 
Choreographed music added to the spectacle, and the judges and 
crowd were thrilled.

The results were: 
1st Tina Fagan and Rockstar 
2nd Ben Longwell and Viento 
3rd Tim Featherstone and Redcliffs Ted 
4th Paddy Mair and Kachina 
5th Kate Hewlett and Redcliffs Bill 
6th Vicki Wilson and CopRice Argo KH 
7th Amanda Wilson and CopRice Nikau KH 
8th Tommy Waara and Te One 
9th Chloe Phillips-Harris and Phoenix 
10th Tommy Waara and Tukotahi

facebook.com/washbar.nz
washbar.co.nz   

Trainer Tommy Waara 
and his Kaimanawa Te One.

Proud Sponsors of

naturally
it’s about the journey

Jules from WashBar congratulating Tina Fagan on winning the 
WashBar Freestyle Class

Photos ©2015 Kimber Brown



42 – Issue 10 April 2015

Kimber Brown Photography
Specialising in Equine and Portraiture 

Photography

Visit www.pipiart.co.nz to 
view more images from 
the Stallion Challenges 
and other events

Images are available to 
purchase

shop.pipiart.co.nz/gallery
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CopRice Stallion Makeover Final
At the completion of the previous class, the sums were done and 
the top eight ranked combinations were notified of their place 
in the CopRice–sponsored Stallion Makeover Final, due to take 
place that night during the Friday evening show. The judges for 
this event were Jock Paget, Vaughn Jefferis, and Penny Castle.

The final comprised two events, firstly a freestyle at 7:15pm, and 
then an obstacle course at 9pm. Their results from these two 
events, combined with their score from the trot-up earlier in 
the week, would determine who would take the title of Stallion 
Challenge winner.

A packed grandstand braved the chilling weather to watch both 
events. It was spectacular to see the conclusion of all the trainers 
hard work during the previous months. The trainers and horses 
did the still wild breed proud, putting on a show that any horse 
would have a tough time immitating. 

The obstacle course that followed was shortened to seven 
obstacles, but this time speed mattered. With all trainers 
knowing what to expect, and having had a day to prepare, it 
came down to who could complete all the obstacles the fastest.

In the end it was very close, with many combinations finishing 
within a few points of each other, but there could only be one 
winner: 
1st Tina Fagan and Rockstar 
2nd Paddy Mair and Kachina 
3rd Tim Featherstone and Redcliffs Ted 
4th Vicki Wilson and CopRice Argo KH 
5th Ben Longwell and Viento 
6th Kate Hewlett and Redcliffs Bill 
7th Chloe Phillips-Harris and Phoenix 
8th Tommy Waara and Tukotahi 
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Our Sponsors
Without our sponsors the Stallion Challenge would not have 
been possible. They contributed very generously with cash and 
prizes to make it one of the biggest prize pools at Horse of the 
Year. Support from such well-known companies and people 
acknowledges the value many New Zealanders already placed 
on the Kaimanawa horses, and the sponsors involvement has 
exposed the Kaimanawas to a much greater audience – giving 
all horses that are mustered in the future a greater chance of 
finding homes.

• CopRice
• Equidays
• Horse Gifts NZ
• Horse of the Year
• John Wilson Sculpture
• Kelly Wilson Photography
• New Zealand Horse and Pony Magazine
• Saddlery Warehouse
• Thoroughbred Floats
• Tuffrock
• WashBar

Kaimanawa Eye Study
In late January an opportunity became 

available to continue research into the 
prevalence of cataracts in Kaimanawa 

Horses. Three veterinarians very generously 
offered their time for the study - Dr 
Craig Irving, one of only two registered 
specialists in veterinary ophthalmology 
in New Zealand, assisted by Massey 
University veterinarian Dr Erica Gee, and 
Northland veterinarian Dr Dave Cairns. 
Drs Irving and Gee were flown up from 
Palmerston North by Kaimanawa Heritage 
Horses, and were hosted by Dr Cairns for 
a weekend. 

A total of 26 Kaimanawas were examined. 
They were from musters between 1997 and 

2014, and aged between 4 months and 19 
years of age. The examinations found no 
evidence of significant eye problems. The 
summary of findings were:

In the horses examined there was no 
evidence of significant eye problems. All 
horses examined had normal corneas, 
lens and fundus, with the exception 
of one animal with a very small focal 
capsular cataract in one eye, which was 
unlikely to impair vision or progress 
significantly. A number of horses were 
affected with bullet-hole lesions (focal 
areas of scarring in the retina as a result 
of an inflammatory focus). One report 
suggests that 10% to 20% of horses are 

affected with bullet-hole scars. They 
are non-progressive, and although they 
may be post-inflammatory lesions, are 
best considered an incidental finding. 
They would cause minimal if any visual 
problems for the affected animals.

Kaimanawa Heritage Horses is very 
grateful for the services of Dr Craig Irving, 
Dr Erica Gee, and Dr Dave Cairns, in 
furthering our research into the health and 
welfare of the Kaimanawa Horses. 

Photos ©2015 Kimber Brown
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Share your Kaimanawa Story
We are always looking to share 
members’ stories of their time with their 
Kaimanawas. 

If you have a story you would like to share, 
please send it as plain text, with images as 
large separate files, to the magazine editor 
listed inside the front cover.

Advertising
Kaimanawa Heritage Horses (KHH) 
has members all around New Zealand, 
and some in Australia. Our members are 
from all walks of life, but share a passion 
for horses and for the welfare of our NZ 
heritage horse.

We publish this magazine three times a 
year. It contains articles from members 
and friends of KHH. These include articles 
about the musters, annual national show, 
ranges trips, and stories from members.

With a circulation of 400 copies and 
growing, each is usually kept by the 
member and shared with friends and 
family to spread the word about the 
Kaimanawa horses.

Advertising space is limited, and all profits 
go towards supporting the Kaimanawa 
horses. Multi-edition discounts of 10% for 
two editions, and 20% for three editions 
apply.

Width Height Per Edition
210 60 $200
210 120 $375
210 180 $550
210 300 $800
105 60 $110
105 120 $200
105 180 $300
105 300 $410
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www.PipiArt.co.nz
shop.PipiArt.co.nz Mobile: 027–450–9047 Phone: 09–236–3984

S p e c i a l i s i n g  i n  E q u i n e  a n d  P o r t r a i t u r e  P h o t o g r a p h y

Based in Auckland and working 
throughout New Zealand, Kimber 
Brown can help with all your pho-
tography needs including Events, 
Portraiture, Civil, Landscape, and 
Wedding photography.

Purchase Print and Digital images 
online from Kaimanawa events 
and more, including Kimber’s 
photos seen in this magazine

Quality framed Prints available for 
your favorite images


